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009.0100 STUDENT TRANSPORTATION

REVISES POLICY 009.0100 STUDENT TRANSPORTATION PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ON 5/8/12

1.0 PURPOSE

11

It is the intent of the Uintah School District Board of Education to provide
appropriate, safe transportation to and from school for eligible students of the
District. This provision is made in accordance with Utah Administrative Code
R277-600, R277-601, R909-3, and Utah Code 41-6a-13, 76-10-15.

2.0 DEFINITIONS

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5
2.6

2.7

“Primary Residence” means the place where the parent/legal guardian of the
student lives. Proof of residency (e.g., recent utility bill) must be provided at the
time of student enrollment. Student transportation is based on primary
residence in the student information system.
“Assigned Bus Stop” means the designated stop closest to the rider’s Primary
Residence or as determined by the Transportation Department.
“Assigned Bus” means the bus on which a student rides based on their Assigned
Stop.
“Designated School” means the school within whose boundaries a student’s
Primary Residence is located.
“District” means Uintah School District.
“Distance” is defined as the shortest public road route from the student’s
Primary Residence to the nearest public opening of their Designated School.
“Eligible Rider” means
2.7.1 astudent enrolled in kindergarten through grade six whose Primary
Residence is at least 1-1/2 miles in Distance from their Designated
School;
2.7.2 astudent enrolled in grades seven through twelve whose Primary
Residence is at least two miles in Distance from their Designated School;
2.7.3 astudent enrolled in an elementary school whose Primary Residence is
along a state highway, or requires the student to cross a state highway
to attend their Designated School, regardless of Distance;
2.7.4 astudent enrolled in a special program offered by Uintah School District
and approved by the State Board of Education for trainable, motor,



2.8
2.9

3.0 GENERAL

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

multiple-disability, or other students with severe disabilities who are
incapable of walking to school or where it is unsafe for students to walk
because of their disabling condition, without reference to distance from
school as approved by the Uintah School District Special Ed Coordinator.
“Ineligible Rider” means any student who is not an Eligible Rider.
“Parent Responsibility Zone” means
2.9.1 the area that is less than 1-1/2 miles in Distance from the student’s Primary
Residence to their Designated School for schools housing kindergarten through
grade six; or
2.9.2 the area that is less than 2 miles in Distance from the student’s Primary
Residence to their Designated School for schools housing grades seven through
twelve.

The District reserves the right, within the limits prescribed by law, to either
provide or pay in lieu of transportation for all Eligible Riders.

The school bus is an extension of the school building and campus. All District and
school rules are in effect on the school bus. The District reserves the right to
suspend bus privileges to ensure the safety of all riders. Riding the school bus is a
privilege not a right.

Parents/legal guardians are responsible to get their Eligible Rider(s) to and from
assigned bus stops.

Parents/legal guardians are responsible for their Eligible Rider’s safety and
conduct until the Eligible Rider steps on the school bus to go to school and after
the Eligible Rider disembarks from the school bus at the end of the school day.

A student may only ride their Assigned Bus.

A student may only board or exit their Assigned Bus at a different designated bus
stop with a note to the bus driver signed by the parent/legal guardian.
Transportation may make adjustments to ridership on any bus in order to
accommodate school sponsored programs.

If a school’s configuration is such that there are different Distances (e.g., a school
housing grades 6 and 7), the shortest Distance shall apply.

Activity/Field trips will be governed by the District Activity/Field Trip Guidelines
document.

4.0 DESIGNATED BUS STOPS/ROUTES

4.1
4.2

District school buses will take the most efficient route to pick up Eligible Riders.
A bus stop may be up to 1-1/2 miles from an Eligible Rider’s Primary Residence.
The distance between the Eligible Rider’s Primary Residence and the bus stop is
considered Parent Responsibility Zone.



4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

Bus stops will not be closer than 3/10 of a mile apart, and will be situated to pick
up the greatest number of Eligible Riders as determined by the Transportation
Department.

At each stop, the bus must be visible for 500 feet to approaching vehicles on the
same roadway.

Transportation may consider the age of the Eligible Rider(s) when determining
the location of a bus stop.

One additional stop may be added on each bus route within the Parent
Responsibility Zone as long as there is available space on the bus and making the
stop falls within the time constraints of the route as determined by the
Transportation Coordinator.

4.6.1 No stop will be added until after final enrollment counts are obtained.
Final enrollment counts are to be determined within three weeks after
the first day of kindergarten.

4.6.2 Each school’s Community Council may assist the Transportation
Coordinator in determining the location of the stop.

4.6.3 Ifitis determined that the number of Ineligible Riders exceeds the space
available on the bus, the school principal, with the assistance of the
school Community Council, may determine which Ineligible Riders will
be able to ride the bus.

4.6.4 The stop will be eliminated from the bus route if space becomes
unavailable.

4.6.5 Additional stops must be on the normal route of the bus. District school
buses will not go outside of their normal progression to accommodate
stops in the Parent Responsibility Zone.

5.0 REQUEST FOR TRANSPORTATION CHANGE

5.1
5.2

5.3

5.4

This section only applies to an Eligible Rider as defined in Section 2.7.

The school bus transportation system should not be expected to absorb the
liability of serving as a flexible transportation (taxi-type) service for parents/legal
guardians. Flexibility to this policy may be provided if it is warranted by true
need. However, flexibility should not be expected for convenience.

A parent/legal guardian may request that an Eligible Rider be allowed to ride a
bus other than their Assigned Bus by submitting a Request for Transportation
Change Form (“Request”) to the Transportation Coordinator. No more than
three (3) such Requests may be submitted each year.

The parent/legal guardian must provide proof of identification (valid state issued
picture ID) and a current photograph of the Eligible Rider when submitting a
Request.



5.5

5.6

5.7

5.8

5.9

5.10

5.11

Requests must be submitted to the Transportation Coordinator at least ten (10)
school days prior to the date of the requested change. Emergency exceptions to
this will be decided by the Transportation Coordinator or his/her designee.
Requests may be made for short or long term, but must be for consecutive (2 or
more) days to the same destination.

Transportation changes will only be granted if space is available on the
requested bus. If the Request is granted, it may be revoked at any time due to an
increase in Eligible Riders assigned to the bus based on their Primary Residence.
Bus stops will not be added or bus routes will not be changed to accommodate a
Request. There must be an existing bus stop within 1% miles of the requested
pick up/drop off location.

No Request will be granted until after final enrollment counts are obtained. Final
enrollment counts are to be determined within three weeks after the first day of
kindergarten.

In non-emergency situations, the parent/legal guardian will be notified by the
Transportation Coordinator or his/her designee if the Request has been
approved or denied at least 3 days prior to the requested date of the change.
For purposes of this section only, if a Request is denied, the parent/legal
guardian may appeal the decision in writing to the Superintendent of Schools or
his/her designee.

6.0 PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TRANSPORTATION

6.1

6.2

6.3

In the event an Eligible Rider lives in an area where it is impractical to establish
bus routes because of unreasonable distance, safety, or inadequate public roads,
the Eligible Rider or his/her parent or legal guardian may provide their own
transportation and receive payment in lieu of transportation. Payment in lieu of
transportation will be for mileage incurred one way (less 1-1/2 miles) from the
Eligible Rider’s Primary Residence to either the nearest bus stop or the
Designated School, whichever is closest, to the nearest tenth of a mile. The
mileage may be claimed up to four (4) one-way trips per day.

An “In Lieu of Transportation Application” must be submitted to the District
Transportation Department. Eligibility will be determined after all of the required
paperwork is submitted.

Once eligibility is determined, the parent or legal guardian of the Eligible Rider
must submit to the transportation office an “In Lieu of Transportation Payable
Voucher” with attached attendance verification sheet from the Designated
School. Payment vouchers are to be turned into the transportation office or at
the Designated School at the beginning of each month. Vouchers requesting
payment for more than the previous month will not be approved.



6.4

6.5

If a parent or legal guardian chooses to enroll the Eligible Rider in a school that is
not their Designated School, they will forfeit their eligibility for payment in lieu of
transportation.

The rate per mile for payment in lieu of transportation will be set by the Uintah
School District Board of Education in accordance with State standards and
regulations.

7.0 ITEMS ON THE SCHOOL BUS

7.1

7.2

7.3

7.4

7.5

7.6

No hazardous items shall be carried on the bus, including but not limited to,
animals (excluding service animals), reptiles, insects, skateboards, snowboards,
rollerblades, glass objects, lighters, flammables, weapons, laser lights, balloons,
and plants.

The use, possession, or exchange of a controlled substance (tobacco products,
alcohol, illegal drugs, etc.) is prohibited and fall under District Safe Schools
Policies.

Students will only be allowed on the bus with projects or treats that will
transport in their book bag.

Any item that is considered a nuisance by or causes behavior that is a distraction
to the driver will not be permitted on the bus.

Students are only permitted to carry aboard the bus objects that fit within their
own seating area or can be held on their lap without obstructing the center aisle,
emergency exits, or windows used by the driver.

The underneath storage will not be used to transport items on a route bus.

8.0 BEHAVIOR ON THE SCHOOL BUS

8.1
8.2

8.3

8.4
8.5

8.6

8.7

8.8
8.9

8.10

Students being transported are under the supervision of the bus driver.
Orderly behavior is expected at the bus stop including, but not limited to,
respect for others and private property.

Students shall remain properly seated while the bus is in motion, keeping aisles
and exits clear.

Students may be assigned seats by the bus driver.

The bus driver shall instruct students how to safely load/unload and to cross the
road.

Students shall not extend their hands, arms, or head through bus windows nor
shall they receive or throw anything through the window.

Students are expected to converse in normal tones; loud or vulgar language is
prohibited.

Sexual conduct on a school bus is prohibited.

Students shall be courteous to the driver, fellow students, and passersby.
Harassment and bullying will not be tolerated.

Distracting behavior that creates an unsafe environment will not be tolerated.



8.11
8.12

8.13

8.14

8.15

8.16
8.17

No eating or drinking is allowed on the bus without driver approval.

The emergency door shall be opened only in the case of an emergency or when
instructed by bus driver.

Students shall keep the bus clean and must refrain from damaging it. Any
damage to the bus must be paid for by the offending student or his/her
guardian.

Students are required to comply with State mandates and/or District directives.
Students who refuse to comply promptly to the directions of the driver or refuse
to follow regulations forfeit their privilege to ride the bus.

School buses may be equipped with an audio and video recording system.
School buses are an extension of the school, therefore; students are expected to
comply to school rules and may be subject to school or district administrative
discipline.

9.0 SCHOOL BUS INSPECTION

9.1

9.2

School bus drivers are required to inspect the entire length of the interior of a
school bus at the end of every route for any remaining students.

Failure to inspect the entire length of the interior of the school bus at the end of
every route will result in disciplinary action pursuant to District policies.

10.0 LARGE PASSENGER VEHICLES FOR TRANSPORTING STUDENTS

10.1

10.2

10.3

10.4

An education entity may not use a vehicle with a seating capacity of 11 or more,
including the driver, for the transportation of students unless the vehicle meets
federal and state school bus safety standards. (Utah Code 53-8-211.5)
Removing seats from a vehicle to reduce capacity is not acceptable as this law
applies to the manufactured design of the vehicle and not the number of seats
within the vehicle.
LEA’s may use 11+ passenger vans for uses other than transporting students such
as:
10.3.1 maintenance, transporting equipment, etc.
Acceptable Vehicle Options:
10.4.1 Vehicles designed for 10 passengers or less including the driver are
allowed and acceptable by the law.
10.4.2 Vehicles that meet federal and state school bus safety standards such
as:
10.4.2.1 Multifunction School Activity Bus (MFSAB) is a school bus
whose purposes do not include transporting students to and
from home or school bus stops. This subcategory of school bus
meets all Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards for school
bus except the traffic control requirements, alternately
flashing signal, stop arm and paint color. If the MFSAB is



10.5

10.6

10.7

10.8

10.9

designed to transport 15 or less passengers including the
driver no Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) required. If it is
designed for transporting passengers greater than 15 it will
require heightened driver’s license requirements.
10.4.2.2 Class A school buses designed for to and from school

transportation requires school bus endorsements and school
bus driver certifications.

It is required of all District employees or approved volunteers to complete all

required training by State Risk Management and Uintah School District before

transporting students in a District passenger vehicle.

It is required of all District employees or approved volunteers to adhere to all

traffic law while driving a District passenger vehicle and maintain have-a valid

Driver’s License.

It is required of all passengers to adhere to state law regarding seat belts, when

riding in a district passenger vehicle.

The district’s transportation coordinator or his/her designee shall conduct an

audit of the driving records, of those assigned to transport students in white

fleet vehicles, as least twice annually. This audit may use the principles of

sampling and shall be outlined in the district’s transportation procedures.

As a condition of continued employment, or as a condition of volunteering,

employees and volunteers are required to follow mandatory requirements as

outlined in Section 5.0 of policy 005.0250 Criminal Background Checks and

Reporting Requirements for Employees and Volunteers.

10.10 Grievances or concerns about transporting students in a passenger vehicle shall

be made to the District Transportation Coordinator or school Principal.



